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California island Catalina gets its closeup
with new macOS

October 2 2019, by Jefferson Graham, Usa Today

Credit: CCO Public Domain

They don't sell computers on Catalina island, Windows or Macintosh.

Same for new smartphones. Speaking of phones, connectivity can be
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really spotty in this small city of 4,400. When it comes to exploring the
other sides of the island, you can forget it. You're off the grid whether
you like it or not.

But the island is about to get its place in the tech sun, as the poster child
for one year in the new Apple computer operating system update, called
macOS Catalina, and residents are thrilled.

Apple historically updates its software each year with the name of a
different California landmark. Past releases included Yosemite and the
park's El Capitan; the current release is called Mojave, after the Mojave
desert. Apple plans to release new edition in October.

With Mojave, "I see that photo every day on my desktop," says Randy
Herrel, the CEO of the Catalina Island Co., which owns many of the
hotels and restaurants in Avalon For the Catalina software update,
scheduled for early October, "we're going to have a lot more visibility."

It's already begun to happen.

After the initial announcement by Apple of the name selection in June,
"website traffic doubled overnight," says Tony Budrovich, CEO of the
Catalina Island Conservancy, which manages the majority of the island.

Some 1 million passengers sail over on the Catalina Express boat each
year to visit the island, but with yearly sales of nearly 20 million new
Macintosh computers, "we'd all love to see a 5 percent or 10 percent
bump," in business, says Greg Bombard, the president of the Express.
"But it's hard to say. We're just happy for the exposure."

For most visitors, Avalon is known as this little city on an island, with
bars and restaurants that dot coastal Crescent Avenue. The town's most

dominant image is the historic round casino, built in 1929 by William
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Wrigley, who bought the island 100 years ago.

That Apple chose as its image for the software the mostly uninhabited
west side of the island, and not Avalon, pleases Budrovich to no end.

"We've been encouraging people not to just think of Catalina as bars and
beaches, but to enjoy some great hiking, biking and bird watching," he
says.

Like many on the island we spoke to, he's a huge fan of Apple products.

Conrado Vega, who runs an ice cream shop and golf cart rental firm,
says he uses a Macintosh computer—but only at home. "We got used to
Windows at work," he says.

On our visit, anecdotally, we saw way more folks in town sporting
iPhones than any other phone.

Many Mac fans covet the new wallpapers every year when they come
out. There's even an archive online, compiled by a Moscow-based Apple
fan.

The macOS Catalina software update, which is free, is set to be a big
release. The venerable iTunes software will be split into three different
programs for movies, music and podcasts, and Apple will use the iPad as
a second display for your desktop or laptop with the release.
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