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Citing diminished demand for flying due to the coronavirus, United Airlines said
Wednesday it is suspending new hiring and delaying planned salary increases

Citing diminished demand for flying due to the coronavirus epidemic,
United Airlines said Wednesday it is putting a freeze on new hiring and
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delaying planned salary increases.

The big US carrier, which suspended service to China and Hong Kong in
the wake of the virus outbreak, will reduce its international schedule by
20 percent in April and domestic and Canadian schedule by 10 percent,
United executives said in a letter to employees.

The cutbacks required United to undertake "difficult" measures to rein
in costs, Chief Executive Oscar Munoz and President J. Scott Kirby said
in the letter.

These include giving employees the option to apply for voluntary unpaid
leaves of absence; a hiring freeze through June 30, except for roles
critical to operations; and the postponement of merit salary increases for
employees from April 1 until July 1.

"In this uncertain environment, United, working closely with our labor
leaders and the US government, has never been better prepared to
weather a crisis like this," the executives said.

United last month postponed an investor day that had been scheduled to
discuss the company's long-term plans given the focus on the coronavirus
and investor focus "almost exclusively on the near-term impact on
demand."
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