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Senators scrutinize web-scraping facial
recognition startup

March 4 2020

In this Jan. 8, 2020, file photo, people look at a display at the CES tech show in
Las Vegas. U.S. senators are scrutinizing a facial recognition software company
over privacy concerns and the possible sale of its services to authoritarian
regimes. New York-based startup Clearview Al has drawn attention following
investigative reports about its practice of harvesting billions of photos from
social media and other services to identify people. Sen. Ed Markey, a
Massachusetts Democrat, sent a letter to the company Tuesday, March 3, 2020.
(AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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U.S. senators are scrutinizing a facial recognition software company over
privacy concerns and the possible sale of its services to authoritarian
regimes.

New York-based startup Clearview Al has drawn attention following
investigative reports about its practice of harvesting billions of photos
from social media and other services to identify people.

Sen. Ed Markey, a Massachusetts Democrat, sent a letter to the company
Tuesday seeking more information about its marketing in Saudi Arabia
and other countries. Oregon Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden's staff also
met with the company about his own concerns Tuesday.

BuzzFeed reported that it obtained a Clearview client list showing its
technology has been tried by U.S. federal agencies, major retailers and
law enforcement agencies in numerous countries.

Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and other companies in February
demanded that Clearview stop harvesting their users' images.

Clearview didn't immediately return emailed requests for comment
Tuesday.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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