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Twitter is vowing to take down content promoting a conpriacy theory linked the
coronavirus and 5G wireless systems

Twitter is taking down comments inciting "harmful activity," specifically
calls to destroy wireless equipment stemming from a conspiracy theory
that linked 5G to the coronavirus.

"We have broadened our guidance on unverified claims that incite
people to engage in harmful activity, could lead to the destruction or
damage of critical 5G infrastructure, or could lead to widespread panic,
social unrest, or large-scale disorder," the Twitter safety team said on
Wednesday.

The move follows social media calls that have resulted in attacks on 5G
towers in some European countries.

Twitter's update is the latest in an effort by social media platforms to
curb rampant misinformation about the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a blog post, Twitter said it was refining its policy to deal with the
latest incidents.

It will remove "unverified claims" what could lead to the destruction or
damage of critical infrastructure, "widespread panic, social unrest, or
large-scale disorder," the statement said.

These include tweets that falsely tell people food is running out or that
5G wireless causes coronavirus, the San Francisco firm said.

The 5G conspiracy theory has prompted the British government to step
in to debunk the claim, which was promoted by an ITV news presenter.
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https://techxplore.com/tags/social+media+platforms/
https://techxplore.com/tags/conspiracy+theory/


 

© 2020 AFP

Citation: Twitter to block virus 5G conspiracy theory tweets (2020, April 23) retrieved 24 April
2024 from https://techxplore.com/news/2020-04-twitter-block-virus-5g-conspiracy.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://techxplore.com/news/2020-04-twitter-block-virus-5g-conspiracy.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

