
 

Video app TikTok names top Disney
streaming exec as new CEO

May 19 2020, by Tali Arbel

  
 

  

In this Feb. 25, 2020 photo shows the icon for TikTok taken in New York.
Privacy watchdogs say that the popular TikTok video app is violating a children's
privacy law and putting kids at risk. They filed a complaint saying TikTok is
collecting personal information of kids under 13 without their parents' consent,
even after a $5.7 million FTC fine in 2019 over child-privacy law violations.(AP
Photo)
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TikTok, the popular short-video app that has also drawn national-
security and privacy concerns, has a new high-profile CEO from Disney,
Kevin Mayer.

Mayer will also be chief operating officer of TikTok's Chinese parent
company, ByteDance, and report to its founder and CEO, Yiming
Zhang, the company announced Monday.

He led Disney's streaming business, which launched Disney Plus in
November and has already emerged as a threat in the increasingly
competitive streaming-video arena, with 54.5 million subscribers. Mayer
was also known for his role in building Disney through mergers,
including the industry-changing 2019 acquisition of 21st Century Fox's
TV and film business that created an entertainment behemoth.

TikTok's app features short videos, many with music and dancing, that
has become a favorite of younger people and is known for its goofy,
light-hearted feel. Like YouTube, it's known for "user-generated"
content rather than the big-budget, professional movies and TV shows
Disney is famous for.

Having a U.S.-based CEO from a major American media company
could help TikTok navigate the U.S. regulatory environment and
approach to privacy and data security, said eMarketer analyst Debra
Williamson. "Having someone who's familiar with that at the helm is
certain to be helpful for them," she said.
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In this July 13, 2015 file photo, Disney chief strategy officer Kevin Mayer visits
the company's "accelerator" space in Glendale, Calif. Mayer will also be chief
operating officer of TikTok's Chinese parent company, ByteDance, and report to
its founder and CEO, Yiming Zhang, the company announced Monday, May 18,
2020. TikTok's app features short videos, many with music and dancing, that has
become a favorite of younger people and is known for its goofy, light-hearted
feel. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, file)

TikTok has been the focus of U.S. national-security concerns because of
its Chinese ownership. A U.S. national-security agency is reviewing
ByteDance's purchase of TikTok's precursor, Musical.ly, while the U.S.
military branches have banned the app from government-issued phones.
Government officials have in recent years cracked down on Chinese
companies, including telecom giant Huawei. There is concern that

3/5



 

Chinese companies may share data with the Chinese government.
TikTok and Huawei deny this.

The federal government has also fined TikTok for breaking children's
privacy laws, and privacy watchdogs recently filed a complaint with the
Federal Trade Commission saying the company was still violating the
law.

Mayer, whose new job includes a top role at TikTok's parent company
ByteDance, could also help popularize ByteDance's other apps globally,
Williamson said. He will oversee ByteDance's music and gaming
divisions; Helo, its social networking app in India; and emerging
businesses.

"Like everyone else, I've been impressed watching the company build
something incredibly rare in TikTok – a creative, positive online global
community – and I'm excited to help lead the next phase of ByteDance's
journey as the company continues to expand its breadth of products
across every region of the world," Mayer said in a statement.

He leaves Disney a few months after the entertainment giant named a
longtime executive , Bob Chapek, to replace the well-regarded CEO Bob
Iger. Mayer had been regarded as a possible Iger successor.

Disney said Monday that Rebecca Campbell, another Disney veteran,
will succeed Mayer as the chairman of the streaming and international
business, and also announced Josh D'Amaro, the president of Walt
Disney World Resort, as the successor to Chapek's old job as head of
parks, experiences and products.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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