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Japanese carmaker Honda hit by cyberattack

June 9 2020, by Danica Kirka

In this file photo dated Sunday, June 7, 2020, a long row of unsold cars at a
Honda dealership in Highlands Ranch, USA. Japanese carmaker Honda says in a
statement released Tuesday June 9, 2020, it has been hit by a cyber attack on the

Honda network, although the company says there was no information breach.
(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, FILE)

Japanese carmaker Honda said Tuesday that it has been hit by a
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cyberattack that disrupted its business in several countries, though it
expects the overall impact to be contained.

The company said in a statement that "a cyberattack has taken place on
the Honda network." It said there was no breach of data, but that it is
working to "minimize the impact and to restore full functionality of
production, sales and development activities."

"At this point, we see minimal business impact," the company said.

Production in Japan is back to normal, after being disrupted Monday
morning, and it is also expected to resume Tuesday in North America.

Production at Honda's U.K. factory in Swindon has been suspended
during the COVID-19 lockdown and the attack is not expected to
significantly alter its plans to resume operations this week.

Honda Motor Co. makes its popular Civic model at the factory, 115
kilometers (70 miles) west of London, with an output of 150,000 cars
per year. The plant will permanently close next year with the loss of
3,500 jobs amid a restructuring aimed at adjusting its operations to
reflect stronger demand in Asia and North America.

Like other carmakers, Honda has struggled to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic and the efforts to return to production. It reported deep losses
for the fiscal quarter that ended in March, as the damage to the industry
from the outbreak hurt sales and crimped production.

The attack also comes as automakers face pressure to invest large
amounts of money in new technologies such as electric and autonomous
cars to meet air pollution limits in Europe and China and fend off
competition from tech companies.
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© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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