
 

Twitter moves to limit sharing on unread
articles
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Twitter said it would test a new feature that asks users if they have read an article
before sharing it, as it expands efforts to curb misinformation and promote
"informed discussion"

Twitter said Wednesday it was testing a new feature that seeks to limit
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the sharing of articles by users who haven't read them.

The feature—which asks users whether they have read an article before
they retweet it—appears to be aimed at slowing the spread of unverified
information.

"Sharing an article can spark conversation, so you may want to read it
before you tweet it," Twitter's support team said.

Twitter said it would be testing the feature on its Android application "to
help promote informed discussion."

"When you retweet an article that you haven't opened on Twitter, we
may ask if you'd like to open it first," the company said.

In a reply to one user, Twitter noted, "We wanted to test a way to
improve the health of a conversation as it gets started."

But it said users will "always have the option" to go ahead with the
retweet.

Twitter and other platforms are struggling to contain misinformation,
which often is passed along by users who fail to review details of the
comments they are sharing.

Last month, Twitter decided to limit the reach of some comments by
President Donald Trump, in one case because they were misleading and
in another case because of a violation of platform rules promoting
violence.

The president responded angrily and signed an executive order which
could strip away some legal liability protections of social media firms,
although it was unclear if the measure can be enforced.
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https://techxplore.com/tags/users/
https://techxplore.com/tags/article/


 

© 2020 AFP

Citation: Twitter moves to limit sharing on unread articles (2020, June 11) retrieved 16 April
2024 from https://techxplore.com/news/2020-06-twitter-limit-unread-articles.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://techxplore.com/news/2020-06-twitter-limit-unread-articles.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

