
 

Cars rule as coronavirus shakes up travel
trends in our cities

July 21 2020, by Neil G Sipe

  
 

  

Australia-wide mobility trends for the six months from January to July 2020.
Credit: Apple Mobility Trends

As with other parts of the global economy, COVID-19 has led to rapid

1/7



 

changes in transport trends. The chart below shows overall trends for
driving, walking and public transport for Australia as of July 17.

Unfortunately, the current lockdown of metropolitan Melbourne, which
is at odds with trends in Australia's other biggest cities, is skewing the
national average. These data, provided by Apple Mobility Trends, are
available for many cities, regions and countries around the world.

Updated daily, the data provide a measure of trends in transport use
since early January 2020. The chart below summarises the changes since
then in driving, walking and public transport for Brisbane, Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth.

With the exception of Melbourne, driving has recovered and is now
noticeably above pre-pandemic levels.

Public transport use is still well below baseline levels. It is
recovering—again except for Melbourne—but slowly. The exception is
Adelaide where public transport is only slightly below the baseline.

Walking is doing better than public transport. Adelaide, Brisbane and
Perth are slightly above the baseline, while Sydney is slightly below it.
Melbourne is still down by about a half.

How badly did lockdowns affect travel?

The chart below shows the largest declines in driving, walking and public
transport were recorded in the period April 4-11. Most of the lowest
values coincided with Easter holidays. However, regardless of the
holiday, this was the period when levels of transport use were lowest.

The declines are fairly consistent across the cities. For driving, the
declines were around 70%. For walking, the declines ranged from 65%
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https://www.apple.com/COVID19/mobility
https://techxplore.com/tags/transport/
https://techxplore.com/tags/public+transport/


 

to 80%. Public transport recorded declines of 80-89%.

The recovery in driving is due, in part, to it being seen as having a lower
risk of COVID-19 infection. People see public transport as the least safe
because of the difficulties of social distancing on potentially crowded
commutes.
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https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/city-workers-walk-to-office-to-avoid-public-transport-20200712-p55bbx.html


 

Credit: Data: Apple Mobility Trends

A study in early March by an MIT economist amplified these fears by
associating public transport in New York City with higher rates of
COVID-19 infection. Unfortunately, the research had some significant
flaws. Health experts have since indicated there is little evidence public
transport has been the source of any COIVD-19 infections.

Neverthess, public transport agencies are in serious financial trouble. In
the US, experts are warning that, without large federal subsidies, public
transport services are facing drastic cuts, which will impact where
people live and work. Such shifts pose a threat to the economic viability
of cities.

What is known about other transport modes? While comprehensive
datasets are not available, evidence is emerging of the impacts on ride,
bike and scooter sharing.

Ride sharing

As with all other transport modes, the pandemic has had big impacts on
ride sharing. However some ride-sharing companies, like Uber, have
diversified in recent years into areas such as food and freight delivery.
These have provided much-needed revenue during the ride-sharing
downturn.

Market analysts are predicting ride sharing will recover and continue to
grow. This is due to need for personal mobility combined with 
increasing urbanisation and falling car ownership.
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https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-transportation-data-cities-traffic-mobility/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-transportation-data-cities-traffic-mobility/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-transportation-data-cities-traffic-mobility/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/us/coronavirus-public-transit.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/us/coronavirus-public-transit.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marcochiappetta/2020/03/25/uber-eats-demand-soars-due-to-COVID-19-crisis/#5663a814580c
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200501005196/en/Global-Ride-Sharing-Market-Affects-COVID-19-2018
https://ourworldindata.org/urbanization
https://investorplace.com/2019/04/4-charts-car-ownership-over/#:~:text=Car%20Ownership%20Rates%20Are%20Dropping%20for%20the%20First%20Time%20In%20Modern%20History&text=From%201960%20to%202010%2C%20the,9.1%25%20from%202010%20to%202015.


 

Bike sharing

Globally, transport officials are predicting a long-term surge in bicycle
use. Cycling appears to be booming at the expense of public transport.

Beijing's three largest bike share schemes reported a 150% increase in
use in May. In New York City, volumes grew by 67%. Bike sales in the
US almost doubled in March.

In response, many cities are providing more cycling infrastructure, with
cities like Berlin and Bogota leading the way with "pop-up" bike lanes.
New Zealand has become the first country to fund so-called "tactical
urbanism".
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https://www.itdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-impact-of-COVID-on-Urban-Traffic-in-China.pdf
https://fortune.com/2020/06/15/bicycles-coronavirus-cities-lime-citi-bike/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/nyregion/bike-shortage-coronavirus.html
https://www.uci.org/news/2020/pop-up-bike-lanes-a-rapidly-growing-transport-solution-prompted-by-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/04/13/new-zealand-first-country-to-fund-pop-up-bike-lanes-widened-sidewalks-during-lockdown/#8b4b57b546e1
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Melbourne has announced 12km of pop-up bike lanes and is fast-
tracking an extra 40km of bike lanes over the next two years. Sydney has
added 10km of pop-up cycleways. Use of some Brisbane bikeways has 
nearly doubled, leading to criticism of delays in providing pop-up lanes.

London intends to rapidly expand both cycling and walking
infrastructure in anticipation of a ten-fold increase in bicycle use and a
five-fold increase in pedestrians. This complements a £250 million
(A$448 million) UK government program to reallocate more space for
cyclists.

Paris plans to add 50km of pop-up and permanent bikeways in coming
months. It's also offering a €500 (A$818) subsidy to buy an electric bike
and €50 to repair an existing bike.

Milan will add 35km of bikeways as part of its Strade Aperte Plan. The
Italian government is providing a 70% subsidy capped at €500 for
people to buy a new bicycle.

We will have to wait to see whether all this interest translates into longer-
term mode change.

E-scooters

E-scooter use has declined, as has the value of e-scooter companies.
Lime, one of the larger companies, was valued at US$2.4 billion (A$3.4
billion) last year but is down to US$510 million. Nevertheless, investor
interest continues. Uber, Alphabet, GV and Bain and others put $US170
into Lime in May.
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https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/car-parks-out-footpaths-and-cycling-lanes-in-as-city-prepares-for-post-COVID-commuters-20200507-p54qrp.html
https://www.smartcitiesworld.net/news/news/melbourne-fast-tracks-40km-of-bike-lanes-5371
https://www.smartcitiesworld.net/news/news/melbourne-fast-tracks-40km-of-bike-lanes-5371
https://www.governmentnews.com.au/sydney-gets-10km-of-pop-up-cycleways/
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/pop-up-bike-lanes-for-brisbane-too-slow-for-quiet-lockdown-period-20200717-p55czz.html
https://www.traffictechnologytoday.com/news/COVID-19-news/COVID-19-london-to-rapidly-expand-space-for-cycling-and-walking-post-lockdown.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/business/paris-bicycles-commute-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.france24.com/en/20200505-paris-to-turn-more-streets-over-to-bicycles-as-COVID-19-coronavirus-lockdown-lifts
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/business/paris-bicycles-commute-coronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/21/milan-seeks-to-prevent-post-crisis-return-of-traffic-pollution
https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/newsroom/2020/05/21/italy-funds-recovery-by-bike/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-07/uber-leads-170-million-investment-into-lime-electric-scooters
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-07/uber-leads-170-million-investment-into-lime-electric-scooters
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-07/uber-leads-170-million-investment-into-lime-electric-scooters
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-07/uber-leads-170-million-investment-into-lime-electric-scooters


 

In Europe, ride-sharing company Bolt plans to expand its e-scooter and e-
bike services to 45 cities in Europe and Africa this year. Another
positive sign for this mode is that the UK, where e-scooters have not
been street legal, has begun trials of rental e-scooters.

It is still too early to predict the long-term impacts of COVID-19 on
transport. What the data show is that driving has recovered and is even
exceeding pre-pandemic levels. Current trends suggest active
mobility—cycling, scooters and walking—may gain mode share.
Whether public transport can recover is questionable, unless a vaccine
becomes available.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.

Provided by The Conversation

Citation: Cars rule as coronavirus shakes up travel trends in our cities (2020, July 21) retrieved
10 April 2024 from https://techxplore.com/news/2020-07-cars-coronavirus-trends-cities.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

7/7

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jonathankeane/2020/05/15/uber-and-bolt-are-betting-on-an-e-scooter-recovery-after-the-pandemic/#2d5103a57432
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/06/19/e-scooter-trial-rolls-out-june-22-uk-riders-need-driving-licenses-wont-be-allowed-on-sidewalks/#52b6adb54153
https://theconversation.com
https://theconversation.com/cars-rule-as-coronavirus-shakes-up-travel-trends-in-our-cities-142175
https://techxplore.com/news/2020-07-cars-coronavirus-trends-cities.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

