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US agency posts online map to track
autonomous vehicle tests

September 2 2020, by Tom Krisher

In this Dec. 18, 2018 file photo, one of the test vehicles from Argo Al, Ford's
autonomous vehicle unit, navigates through the strip district near the company
offices in Pittsburgh. The U.S. government's road safety agency has set up an
online map that will let people track where autonomous vehicles are being tested.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration launched the tool
Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020, showing data about testing on public roads in 17
cities. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)
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If you've ever seen one of those self-driving vehicles with strange
equipment on the roof and wondered where it's going, then there's a
website for you.

The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on
Wednesday launched its autonomous vehicle online tracking tool, a map
that shows some of the places where the vehicles are being tested on
public roads.

The map is a pilot program that now shows testing in 17 cities across the
nation, and the safety agency says it will grow as companies submit more
information.

"The more information the public has about the on-road testing of
automated driving systems, the more they will understand the
development of this promising technology," Deputy NHTSA
Administrator James Owens said in a statement.

But critics say the map relies solely on information that's voluntarily
submitted by companies and has no requirements to show safety data.

Cities with data available on the map include Austin and Dallas, Texas;
Columbus, Ohio; Detroit and Milford, Michigan; Denver and Golden,
Colorado; Jacksonville and Orlando, Florida; Phoenix; Pittsburgh; Salt
Lake City, Park City, Lehi and St. George, Utah; San Francisco and
Washington, D.C.

So far 10 companies in nine states have signed up to be in the map pilot
project. But at present, that's only a fraction of the companies that are
testing. In California alone, more than 60 companies have applied to test
autonomous vehicles on public roads.

The agency said companies have flexibility in the type of information
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https://www.nhtsa.gov/automated-vehicles-safety/av-test-initiative-tracking-tool
https://techxplore.com/tags/public+roads/
https://techxplore.com/tags/pilot+program/
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they disclose, prompting critics to say the companies could leave out
critical data such as the number of crashes or how often human backup
drivers are forced to take control of the vehicles.

"In the best case scenario this will be a map identifying only those
manufacturers who choose to participate. In the worst case it will be a
collage of unreliable data masquerading as proof of safety with a veneer
of respectability provided by NHTSA's implicit endorsement," said
Jason Levine, executive director of the nonprofit Center for Auto
Safety.

The government, he said, should collect standardized, comparable data
from all automated vehicle companies so the public can compare one
company's safety record with another. "Even this minimal level of
neutrality and oversight has proven too much for NHTSA," he said in a
statement.

NHTSA said that given how fast autonomous vehicle technology is
changing, the voluntary partnership with the industry lets the agency get
information to the public quickly.

"By tapping into the power of the competitive marketplace,
nonregulatory tools have proven to be effective in advancing vehicle
safety," the agency said.

They type of information on the site is likely to be expanded, the agency
said.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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