
 

Holiday shopping gets early start with
October Prime Day
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An Amazon Prime logo appears on the side of a delivery van as it departs an
Amazon Warehouse location, Thursday, Oct. 1, 2020, in Dedham, Mass.
Halloween is still weeks away, but retailers are hoping you'll start your holiday
shopping now. The big push is coming from Amazon, which is holding its annual
Prime Day sales event Tuesday, Oct. 13 and Wednesday, Oct. 14. (AP
Photo/Steven Senne)
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Halloween is still weeks away, but retailers are hoping you'll start your
holiday shopping now.

The big push is coming from Amazon, which is holding its annual Prime
Day sales event Tuesday and Wednesday, kickstarting the holiday 
shopping season. It's the first time Prime Day has been held in the fall,
after the pandemic forced it to postpone from July.

Walmart, Best Buy and Target are also offering online deals over the
same two days, hoping to lure deal seekers.

"Beat the holiday hustle," Amazon's site said on Tuesday. "Holiday
savings start now," a message on Target.com said.

There's good reason for the early start. Retailers are worried that a rush
of online orders later could lead to shipping delays in November and
December. And stores want to avoid big crowds inside their stores
during the pandemic. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention said shopping in crowded stores during Thanksgiving holiday
weekend, when stores typically start their holiday deals, is a higher risk
activity.

Whether people will start shopping early remains to be seen. Market
research firm eMarketer expects Amazon to bring in $9.9 billion in sales
worldwide during the two-day event, up 43% from last year. Amazon
hasn't released sales numbers for past Prime Days.

Prime Day, which Amazon started in 2015 as a way to get people
shopping during the summer lull, has become one of the company's
biggest shopping days of the year, offering discounts on TVs, toys and its
own gadgets, such as Fire tablets and Echo voice-activated speakers.

Amazon also sees the event as a way to get more people to sign up for its
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https://techxplore.com/tags/shopping/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html


 

Prime membership, since only those paying $12.99 a month or $119 a
year can partake in the discounts.

This year's Prime Day is in 19 countries, including two new ones: Brazil
and Turkey. It already held Prime Day in India this summer.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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