
 

Twitter slowdown in Russia until mid-May;
no block for now
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In this Wednesday, March 10, 2021 file photo, a mobile phone user turns on the
Twitter application on his smartphone in Moscow, Russia. A court in Moscow on
Friday April 2, 2021, fined Twitter for not taking down calls encouraging minors
to take part in unauthorized rallies, the latest in a series of moves against the
social media giant that has been used to amplify dissent in Russia. (AP
Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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Russian authorities said Monday they would continue to slow down
Twitter until mid-May, but wouldn't block the social media platform for
now because it has started to remove banned content faster.

The announcement marks somewhat of a reprieve in the recent standoff
between the Russian government and the platform, which has played a
role in amplifying dissent in Russia.

Russia's state communications watchdog Roskomnadzor accused Twitter
last month of failing to remove content encouraging suicide among
children, as well as information about drugs and child pornography. The
agency announced on March 10 it was slowing down the speed of
uploading photos and videos to the platform, and less then a week later
threatened to block it within a month if it continues to not comply with
the demands.

In response to the accusations, Twitter has emphasized its policy of zero
tolerance for child sexual exploitation, the promotion of suicide and drug
sales.

Roskomnadzor said in a statement Monday that it decided not to block
the social media platform, "taking into account the decision made by
Twitter for the first time to change the principles and speed of its own
moderation service in Russia, and the removal of a significant part of the
prohibited content."

The agency said that Twitter has taken down around 1,900 of 3,100
posts containing child pornography, and information about drugs and
suicide. The platform has increased the speed of deleting banned
content, according to Roskomnadzor—it currently takes 81 hours to do
it. Still, Russian laws require social media to take down prohibited
content within 24 hours of being notified about it.
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In light of these developments, Roskomnadzor will continue to slow
down Twitter until May 15, giving it "additional time to remove all
prohibited content ... and bring its operations into full compliance" with
Russian law.

Russian authorities criticized social media platforms earlier this year for
bringing tens of thousands of people into the streets across the country in
January to demand the release of jailed opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, who is President Vladimir Putin's most well-known critic. The
wave of demonstrations was the largest in years and posed a major
challenge to the Kremlin.

The authorities alleged that social media platforms failed to remove calls
for children to join the protests. Putin has urged police to act more to
monitor social media platforms and to track down those who draw
children into "illegal and unsanctioned street actions."

The Russian government's efforts to tighten control of the internet and
social media date back to 2012, when a law allowing authorities to
blacklist and block certain online content was adopted. Since then, a
growing number of restrictions targeting messaging apps, websites and 
social media platforms have been introduced in Russia.

The government has repeatedly aired threats to block Facebook and
Twitter, but stopped short of outright bans—probably fearing the move
would elicit too much public outrage. Only the social network LinkedIn,
which wasn't very popular in Russia, has been banned by authorities for
the failure to store its user data in Russia.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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