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In this April 17, 2007 file photo, exhibitors work on laptop computers in front of
an illuminated sign of the Google logo at the industrial fair Hannover Messe in
Hanover, Germany. German regulators have launched an investigation into
Google's position in the market, and how the search and advertising giant handles
user data. Credit: AP Photo/Jens Meyer, File
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German regulators have launched an investigation into Google's position
in the market, and how the search engine and advertising giant handles
user data.

The Federal Cartel Office, or Bundeskartellamt, said Tuesday that it has
started proceedings against Google entities in Germany, Ireland and
California based on new provisions in German competition law that
apply to large digital companies. Similar probes were launched into the
activities of Facebook and Amazon in recent months.

Google denied that its practices breach German competition rules.

Under provisions which came into force in January, the Federal Cartel
Office can ban companies that are of "paramount significance for
competition across markets" from engaging in practices deemed to be
anti-competitive.

"Due to the large number of digital services offered by Google, such as
the Google search engine, YouTube, Google Maps, the Android
operating system or the Chrome browser, the company could be
considered to be of paramount significance for competition across
markets," the head of the regulatory body, Andreas Mundt, said in a
statement.

A second probe will examine Google's data processing terms, which are
often lengthy and difficult for users to understand.

"A key question in this context is whether consumers wishing to use
Google's services have sufficient choice as to how Google will use their
data," Mundt said.

The regulators said it would examine whether Google requires users to
agree to the processing of their data if they want to use its services,
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"without giving them sufficient choice as to whether, how and for what
purpose such data is processed."

The cartel office said it would also examine how the company's data
processing policy affects information it obtains on users from third-party
websites and apps.

Google said it would cooperate with the probe, but insisted that it gives
consumers easy means to control how their information is used and that
it limits the use of their personal data.

"People use Google because our services are helpful to them, not
because they are forced to do so or because they can't find alternatives,"
said Google spokesman Ralf Bremer.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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