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Amazon 'Prime Day' spend soars amid
reopening

June 23 2021

Amazon boasted of a successful "Prime Day" promotion over two days and 20
countries that sold some 250 million items.

Amazon's annual "Prime Day" online shopping bonanza racked up more
than $11 billion in sales at the e-commerce platform, market tracker
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Adobe reported on Wednesday.

The event known for discounted prices and quick deliveries from
Amazon and third-party retailers hawking goods at its website spanned
two days, topping last year's sales total of $10.4 billion, according to
Adobe Digital Economy Index.

"This is despite relatively muted discounts across most categories,
suggesting that there's a pent-up demand for online shopping as
consumers look forward to a return to normalcy," said Adobe digital
insights director Taylor Schreiner.

"The halo effect of Prime Day also played a significant role, giving both
large and small online retailers significant revenue lifts."

Amazon did not disclose sales figures for the Prime Day event that took
place Monday and Tuesday, but boasted that small and medium sized
businesses using its platform saw unprecedented business during the
period.

"A huge thank you to all of the Amazon teams who made this Prime Day
possible for members worldwide and to Prime members who supported
small businesses in big ways," worldwide consumer chief executive Dave
Clark said in a post.

There are more than 200 million members of the Prime subscription
service, which offers fast, free shipping of purchases along with
streamed television shows that compete with Netflix.

Prime members in 20 countries shopped at the website during its sale
event, buying more than 250 million items overall, according to Amazon.

Top-selling categories globally included tools, beauty, nutrition, baby
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care, and electronics - including Amazon gadgets such as Fire sticks for
streaming television from the internet to television screens.

Popular products included a Roomba robotic vacuum; a Keurig coffee
maker; gummy vitamins, and teeth whitening strips, according to
Amazon.

The banner online shopping event comes as Amazon faces criticism that
it pushes warehouse workers too hard to maximize productivity.

Members of a major US union on Thursday are to vote whether to make
a priority of organizing Amazon workers despite such efforts failing in
the past.
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