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privacy challenges
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In this March 29, 2018, file photo is the Facebook logo on screens at the Nasdaq
MarketSite, in New York's Times Square. Facebook can face EU privacy
challenges from watchdogs in any of the bloc's member states, not just its lead
regulator in Ireland, the bloc's top court ruled Tuesday, June 16, 2021 in a ruling
that could have implications for big tech companies. Credit: AP Photo/Richard
Drew, File
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Facebook is subject to EU privacy challenges from watchdogs in any of
the bloc's member states, not just its lead regulator in Ireland, the bloc's
top court ruled Tuesday, in a ruling that has implications for other big
tech companies.

Under the EU's stringent privacy rules, known as the General Data
Protection Regulation, only one country's national data protection
authority has the power to handle legal cases involving cross-border data
complaints in a system known as "one-stop shop." For Facebook, which
has its European headquarters in Dublin, it is Ireland's Data Protection
Commission.

However, the European Union's Court of Justice ruled that "under
certain conditions," a national watchdog has the power to take a
company to court over a GDPR violation even if it's not the lead
regulator.

The ruling is in line with a preliminary opinion from a court adviser and,
according to experts, potentially paves the way for a fresh onslaught of
privacy cases across the EU's 27 member nations.

The court's decision brings to an end a lengthy legal battle between
Facebook and Belgium's data protection authority over jurisdiction for
the case, which centered on the social network's use of cookies to track
behavior of internet users, even those who weren't account holders. The
company had argued that the Belgian watchdog no longer had
jurisdiction after GDPR took effect in 2018.

Facebook painted it as a victory, noting that under the ruling the Irish
regulator would remain in the lead except in limited circumstances.

"We are pleased that the CJEU has upheld the value and principles of
the one-stop-shop mechanism, and highlighted its importance in ensuring
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the efficient and consistent application of GDPR across the EU," Jack
Gilbert, the company's associate general counsel, said.

Ireland's privacy watchdog has been criticized for taking too long resolve
a growing number of GDPR cases involving tech giants including Apple,
Twitter, Google and Instagram but it argues that the cases are
complicated.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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