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In this Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020, file photo, emergency crews work the scene of a
fatal crash involving a charter bus and car on the AA highway in Campbell
County, Ky. U.S. traffic deaths rose 7% last year, the biggest increase in 13 years
even though people drove fewer miles due to the coronavirus pandemic, the
government's road safety agency reported Thursday, June 3, 2021. Credit: Albert
Cesare/The Cincinnati Enquirer via AP
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U.S. traffic deaths rose 7% last year, the biggest increase in 13 years
even though people drove fewer miles due to the coronavirus pandemic,
the government's road safety agency reported Thursday. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration blamed the
increase on drivers taking more risks on less-congested roads by
speeding, failing to wear seat belts, or driving while impaired by drugs or
alcohol. 

An estimated 38,680 people died in traffic crashes last year, the most of
any year since 2007, the agency said in releasing preliminary numbers.
Final numbers normally come out in the fall. 

The increase came even though the number of miles traveled by vehicle
fell 13% from 2019. 

Motorcyclist deaths rose 9% last year to 5,015, while bicyclist deaths
were up 5% to 846. Pedestrian deaths remained steady at 6,205, and the
number of people killed in passenger vehicles rose 5% to 23,395,
according to NHTSA. 

Deaths involving a large truck fell 2%, while traffic fatalities among
people 65 and older fell 9%. 

The agency said it has data showing that speeds increased through the
year, and examples of extreme speeding became more common. 

Preliminary data from the Federal Highway Administration shows that
vehicle miles traveled fell by about 430.2 billion miles last year when
compared with 2019. There were 1.37 deaths per 100 million vehicle
miles traveled in 2020, up from 1.11 deaths a year earlier. 
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be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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