
 

Biden to meet next month with private sector
on cyber issues
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President Joe Biden walks to Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House
in Washington, Friday, July 16, 2021, to spend the weekend at Camp David.
Credit: AP Photo/Susan Walsh

President Joe Biden and members of his national security team plan to
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meet next month with business executives about cybersecurity, an
official said Wednesday.

The Aug. 25 meeting comes as the White House is scrambling to help
companies protect against ransomware attacks from Russia-based
criminal syndicates and as the administration also confronts an 
aggressive cybersecurity threat from the Chinese government.

A National Security Council spokesperson disclosed the meeting, but did
not identify the business leaders who would be participating. The
meeting will focus on "how we can work together to collectively improve
the nation's cybersecurity."

The administration has already been working with the private sector to
promote better cybersecurity safeguards and resiliency. It has launched
an initiative aimed at improving standards for critical sectors like
electricity, and worked with Microsoft after a global hack detected
earlier this year that affected tens of thousands of computer systems.

Biden told Russian President Vladimir Putin in a call earlier this month
that he must do more to crack down on ransomware attacks emanating
from Russia. Criminal hackers in recent months have launched attacks
against a massive fuel pipeline, resulting in a gas shortage, and the
world's largest meat-processing company.

But China's cyber activities remain an urgent concern for the
administration. On Monday, the administration blamed Chinese hackers
for the breach of Microsoft Exchange email server software and accused
Beijing of using criminal contract hackers who have carried out
operations for their own financial benefit.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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https://techxplore.com/news/2021-07-microsoft-exchange-hack-china-allies.html
https://techxplore.com/tags/private+sector/
https://techxplore.com/tags/ransomware+attacks/
https://techxplore.com/news/2021-06-recovered-ransom-payment-pipeline-hack.html
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