
 

Chinese regulators urge gaming companies to
protect children
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Visitors walk past a display of posters for Chinese movie and television
productions at the China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS) in
Beijing, Friday, Sept. 3, 2021. China's government banned effeminate men on
TV and told broadcasters Thursday to promote "revolutionary culture,"
broadening a campaign to tighten control over business and society and enforce
official morality. Credit: AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein
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Chinese regulators on Wednesday summoned gaming companies
including Tencent Holdings and NetEase Inc. and urged them to protect
the physical and mental health of children, state media reported.

The companies were instructed by regulators including the National
Press and Publication Administration and the Cyberspace
Administration of China to strictly abide by new restrictions on gaming
time for minors and prohibit "harmful" game content, such as violence
or portrayal of "sissy" men, Xinhua News Agency reported.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for a "national rejuvenation"
with tighter Communist Party control of business, education, culture and
religion.

In recent weeks, the party has restricted children's access to online
games to three hours a week and is trying to discourage what it sees as
unhealthy attention to celebrities.

Social media platforms such as Twitter-like Weibo have banned real-
time popularity rankings of celebrities and suspended fan club accounts
that have engaged in "irrational" pursuit of celebrities.

Regulators also warned companies not to engage in unfair competition
and prevent monopolistic behavior.

Nasdaq-listed NetEase's stock price was down over 5% on Wednesday
morning in New York.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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