
 

GM says production starts on replacement
batteries for Bolts
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The company logo shines off the nose of an unsold 2022 Bolt electric vehicle on
display in front of a Chevrolet dealership Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021, in Englewood,
Colo. General Motors said Monday, Sept. 20, 2021 that production has resumed
for battery modules used in recalled Chevrolet Bolt electric vehicles, and
customers could start getting replacement parts by mid-October. Credit: AP
Photo/David Zalubowski

General Motors said Monday that production has resumed for battery
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modules used in recalled Chevrolet Bolt electric vehicles, and customers
could start getting replacement parts by mid-October.

GM said supplier LG has restarted production at plants in Holland and
Hazel Park, Michigan, and is adding capacity to make more battery cells.

The recall follows reports of 13 battery fires, GM said, which can occur
when two separate defects are present in the battery modules. More than
140,000 Bolts are covered by the recall, which is expect to cost $1.8
billion. GM said it continues to negotiate with LG over who will pay.

Shares of General Motors Co. fell more than 5% in afternoon trading.

GM said it expects over the next 60 days to develop diagnostic battery
software that will let car owners charge their cars unattended and to full
power. Currently, owners are told to limit charging to 90% and to park
outdoors.

GM and LG have been looking into how to fix the batteries.

"We absolutely have figured out how these defects happened ... to make
sure that they can't happen going forward, and that's what started our
production up again," Tim Grewe, GM's director of battery cell
engineering, told reporters Monday.

Grewe said the company's goal in rebuilding customer confidence is to
"statistically prove that none of these defects can get out of our
factories."

For the recall, customers will be ranked according to where their battery
was made and their recharging style. Owners who usually run their
batteries nearly to zero power before recharging raise the risk of a fire,
company officials said.
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GM shut down its Orion plant where Bolts are manufactured through the
week of Oct. 11. It gave no update for resuming production there.

The recall is a hitch in GM's push to sell more electric cars and
eventually sell only emissions-free vehicles. And, along with recalls
involving Ford, BMW and Hyundai, it has raised safety questions about 
lithium-ion batteries that are used in nearly all electric vehicles.

GM issued the first Bolt recall last November after getting reports of
fires, one of which spread to a house.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: GM says production starts on replacement batteries for Bolts (2021, September 20)
retrieved 19 April 2024 from
https://techxplore.com/news/2021-09-gm-production-batteries.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://techxplore.com/tags/electric+cars/
https://techxplore.com/tags/lithium-ion+batteries/
https://techxplore.com/tags/electric+vehicles/
https://techxplore.com/news/2021-09-gm-production-batteries.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

