
 

Amazon accused of anti-union tactics in New
York
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US labor regulators accuse Amazon of threatening workers to thwart efforts to
form a union at a warehouse in Staten Island, NY.

US labor authorities have filed a complaint accusing e-commerce giant
Amazon of using threats and surveillance against its workers trying to
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organize a union at a New York City warehouse.

Amazon allegedly grilled workers about union activities at the Staten
Island site, promising to address grievances in exchange for voting
against representation, the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
argued in its complaint filed on Thursday.

At stake is whether the workers might be the first to unionize an
Amazon warehouse in the United States.

NLRB's complaint alleges the company "repeatedly broke the law by
threatening, surveilling, and interrogating their Staten Island warehouse
workers who are engaged in a union organizing campaign."

The board asked a judge, with a hearing set for April 5, to order Amazon
to educate workers as well as managers about employee rights when it
comes to unionizing.

Amazon rejected the allegations, saying they "are false and we look
forward to showing that through this process."

Union literature was allegedly removed from a breakroom and
"confiscated" from some employees, according to the filing.

NLRB has found that enough employees at the Staten Island warehouse
have supported the union effort to justify a vote, with next steps to be
discussed at a February 16 hearing.

A campaign to form what could also be the first union at an Amazon
warehouse in the United States will continue next month with a rematch
ballot in Bessemer, Alabama.

A closely-watched vote last year in Bessemer ended in a defeat for
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organizers, who accused Amazon of breaking the rules and were granted
a re-do on appeal.

The NLRB will mail out ballots on February 4, with counting of the
votes set for March 28.

The vote in the small town of Bessemer drew heavy media attention as it
pitted supporters of the employees—artists, Democratic and Republican
lawmakers and even President Joe Biden—against Amazon.

© 2022 AFP

Citation: Amazon accused of anti-union tactics in New York (2022, January 29) retrieved 2 May
2024 from https://techxplore.com/news/2022-01-amazon-accused-anti-union-tactics-york.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://techxplore.com/news/2022-01-amazon-accused-anti-union-tactics-york.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

