
 

Apple confirms iPhones will feature USB-C
charging
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The way you charge the iPhone could soon change.

Greg Joswiak, Apple's senior vice president of worldwide marketing,
said the company will comply with an European Union law requiring 

1/4



 

mobile devices all support USB-C charging.

The comments made during The Wall Street Journal's Tech Live event
appear to confirm future iPhones will drop the company's proprietary
Lightning connector for USB-C.

"Obviously we'll have to comply," Joswiak said when asked about the
EU law. "We have no choice as we do around around the world to
comply to local laws."

Apple introduced the Lightning connector in 2012 with the launch of the
iPhone 5, replacing the classic 30-pin dock connector available on early
models of the smartphone.

Why is Apple moving to USB-C?

Earlier this month, the European Parliament approved a law requiring a
uniform charging cord for all smartphones and mobile devices such as
laptops or wireless headphones.

The rules would require all mobile phones, tablets and cameras sold in
EU countries to feature a USB-C charging port by 2024, while laptops
would have until 2026.

Why is the EU requiring this?

The EU said the new law will save consumers from having to spend
money on various charging cords to keep their mobile devices powered.
Officials also said the requirements will help curb electronic waste from
obsolete chargers and prevent consumers from being locked into a
specific manufacturer because of a proprietary charging standard.
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What about the U.S.?

In June, lawmakers pushed the U.S. Commerce Department to adopt a
universal standard for charging mobile devices similar to the EU law.

Lawmakers cite money spent by consumers on various chargers for
different products and electronic waste as reasons for pushing to require
a universal standard.

What does Apple think?

Apple has been one the main holdouts in the shift to USB-C, specifically
for the iPhone. The company has previously said it's concerned the rules
would limit innovation and hurt consumers.

What could this mean for future iPhones?

Those Lightning cables could soon become obsolete in the U.S., much
like the 30-pin connector before it. Apple has not said when it would
introduce USB-C to iPhones, but it's likely the company's future
smartphones will support the technology. Apple is already testing
iPhones with support for USB-C, Bloomberg reported in May.

Apple already has several devices that support USB-C charging,
including newer models of the iPad and some models of the MacBook.

(c)2022 USA Today 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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