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CES 2023: Tech world to gather and show off
gadgets

December 15 2022, by Haleluya Hadero

People take pictures in front of a sign during the CES tech show on Jan. 6, 2022,
in Las Vegas. CES is returning to Las Vegas in January 2023 with the hope that
it inches closer to how it looked before the pandemic. Credit: AP Photo/Joe
Buglewicz, File

CES, the annual tech industry event formerly known as the Consumer
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Electronics Show, is returning to Las Vegas this January with the hope
that it looks more like it did before the coronavirus pandemic.

The show changed its name to CES to better reflect the changing
industry and the event, which had expanded beyond audio and video to
include automotive, digital health, smart phones, wearables and other
technologies.

Companies and startups will showcase innovations in virtual reality,
robotics and consumer tech items to the media and others in the tech
industry during next month's gadget show and organizers say their goal is
to draw 100,000 attendees.

That would be a marked contrast with the look and feel of the past two
shows—the last of which saw a 70% drop in in-person attendance amid
the spread of the Omicron variant. The one before that was held
virtually, replacing in-person displays and meet and greets with video
streams and chats.

Even if organizers reach their goal for next month's event, which runs
from Jan. 5-8, it would still represent a 41% dip in attendance compared
to the in-person show held in early 2020, before the pandemic consumed
much of everyday life.

Kinsey Fabrizio, senior vice president at the trade group Consumer
Technology Association, said more than 2,800 companies have signed up
to attend CES 2023.

Exhibitors include many startups and routine visitors like Amazon and
Facebook parent Meta, both of which have recently cut jobs and
implemented hiring freezes after beefing up their staff during the
pandemic. Other tech companies have also been tightening their belts
and laying off workers amid concerns about the economic environment.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFW_aoaH0mU
https://techxplore.com/tags/smart+phones/
https://techxplore.com/tags/virtual+reality/
https://techxplore.com/tags/tech+industry/
https://techxplore.com/tags/tech+industry/
https://techxplore.com/tags/everyday+life/
https://techxplore.com/tags/senior+vice+president/
https://techxplore.com/news/2022-11-amazon-mass-layoffs-corporate-workforce.html
https://techxplore.com/news/2022-11-facebook-parent-meta-jobs-workforce.html
https://techxplore.com/tags/tech+companies/
https://techxplore.com/tags/economic+environment/
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People walk across an empty booth spot during the CES tech show on Jan. 6,
2022, in Las Vegas. CES is returning to Las Vegas in January 2023 with the hope
that it inches closer to how it looked before the pandemic. Credit: AP Photo/Joe
Buglewicz, File

The Associated Press spoke with Fabrizio about CES and what
consumers should expect at the show. The conversation has been edited
for clarity and length.

Q: The tech industry has been going through a rough time in the past few
months. How do you expect that to impact the show?
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A: Yeah, for the last two years, the tech industry was booming. We're
seeing a recalibration now and as part of the recalibration, there are
layoffs. But in terms of CES, the companies are coming big. And they're
going to be showcasing some of these solutions that were critical during
the pandemic, and a lot of the solutions that have continued to change
the way consumers live and behave. The momentum and excitement
we're seeing for the show hasn't been impacted.

Q: Are most of the exhibitors startups?

A: We have a lot of startups and new companies. Over 1,000 new
exhibitors for CES this year, which is on par with prior years. There will
be some repeat customers in Eureka Park, where our startups are
primarily stationed. They can be there for up to two years. But we will
also have a lot of companies who've been at CES for a while.

Q: The theme for the show is human security. How did you land on that?

A: We were approached by The World Academy of Art and Science,
which has been working with the United Nations for a long time on
human security. You can think of it as basic human rights—access to
food, health care, etc. And they wanted CES to really use this theme
because our exhibitors are showcasing how they're solving some of these
big global challenges with technology.

Q: Historically, CES has been more focused on convenience and
personal tech. So this is going to be a shift.

A: This is the shift. We've talked about how tech solves challenges in the
world. But we've never had a theme at CES before. It's always been

about innovation and great products for the consumer. But for this show,
you will be able to see the theme on the show floor and other places. For
example, John Deere is showcasing some of their agricultural technology
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that really contributes to sustainability and access to food. Another
company created a secure voting technology on the blockchain, which
aligns with the U.N. theme of political security.

Q: The metaverse is going to be another big topic. A lot of companies
are investing in it. What can visitors expect to see at the show?

A: The metaverse is a key theme. We'll have a dedicated part of the
show floor for Web3 technology. There's also going to be shared and
immersive virtual experiences. Automaker Stellantis and Microsoft have
a partnership to create a showroom in the metaverse. There's a company
called OVR that has created a solution where you can smell in the
metaverse. People are talking about unique ways to reach their
customers, and different experiences people can have there. So that will
be a big theme among both big and small exhibitors.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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