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Facebook parent Meta threatens to remove
news from platform

December 6 2022, by The Associated Press

The Facebook logo is displayed on an 1Pad in Philadelphia, May 16, 2012.
Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc. said Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, it will be
“forced to consider” removing news content from its platform if Congress passes

legislation requiring tech companies to pay news outlets for their material.
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Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc. said Tuesday it will be "forced to
consider" removing news content from its platform if Congress passes
legislation requiring tech companies to pay news outlets for their
material.

The Journalism Competition and Preservation Act, if passed, would
allow news companies to collectively negotiate with social platforms
over the terms on which their material appears on their sites.

Meta said it would rather pull news from its platforms than "submit to
government-mandated negotiations that unfairly disregard the value we
provide to news outlets." The value, Meta said in a statement tweeted by
spokesman Andy Stone, includes "increased traffic and subscriptions."

Meta, which 1s based in Menlo Park, California, has taken similar stands
in the past. Last year, it briefly blocked news from its platform in
Australia after the country passed legislation that would compel tech
companies to pay publishers for using their news stories. It later struck
deals with Australian publishers.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a Democrat from Minnesota and the bill's sponsor,
said the legislation simply allows news organizations to band together to
negotiate better prices for their news content with "the biggest
companies the world has ever known."

"In one quarter Google made $66 billion in ad revenue while newspapers
and little radio stations folded left and right," she said. "We're just
simply trying to get a fair price for content."

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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