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Electric vehicles win truck, utility of the year
awards

January 11 2023

The Ford F-150 Lightning is displayed at the M1 Concourse car club,
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, in Pontiac, Mich. The vehicle won the 2023 North
American Truck of the Year during an awards ceremony Wednesday. Credit: AP
Photo/Carlos Osorio

Electric vehicles took two of three categories for the first time in this

1/5



Tech?$plore

year's North American Car, Truck and Utility of the Year awards.

Ford's F-150 Lightning electric pickup won the truck category, while
Kia's EV6 battery-powered EV was named the top SUV. The Integra, a
small sedan from Honda's Acura performance brand, won car of the
year.

Six of the nine finalists were powered by batteries, and analysts say the
more of the awards are likely to go to electric vehicles in the future as
the industry spends billions to roll out multiple new EV models.

Fifty automotive journalists from the U.S. and Canada are judges for the
three awards, which are announced every January. They're chosen from
dozens of candidates and must be new or substantially changed for the
current model year. Automakers often use the awards in advertising.

The judges evaluate finalists on innovation, design, safety, handling,

driver satisfaction, user experience and value. The selection process
started last summer.
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The Kia EV6 vehicle is displayed at the M1 Concourse car club, Wednesday,
Jan. 11, 2023, in Pontiac, Mich. The vehicle won the 2023 North American
Utility Vehicle of the Year during an awards ceremony Wednesday. Credit: AP
Photo/Carlos Osorio

In addition to the Integra, finalists for the car of the year included the
Genesis G80 electric sedan, and the Nissan Z sports car.

The Lightning's finalist competitors were the Chevrolet Silverado ZR?2
off-road pickup and the Lordstown Motors Endurance electric
commercial pickup.

Utility vehicle finalists included the Cadillac Lyriq electric SUV and the
Genesis GV60 electric SUV.
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Ford F-150 Lightning Chief Engineer Linda Zhang and VP, Electric Vehicle
Programs, Ford Model E, Darren Palmer stand next to the truck at the M1
Concourse car club, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, in Pontiac, Mich. The vehicle

won the 2023 North American Truck of the Year during an awards ceremony
Wednesday. Credit: AP Photo/Carlos Osorio

© 2023 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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