
 

EU official defends talks on Big Tech helping
fund networks
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Visitors test a SK Telecom VR flight simulator during the Mobile World
Congress 2023 in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. The four-day show
kicks off Monday in a vast Barcelona conference center. It's the world's biggest
and most influential meeting for the mobile tech industry. Credit: AP Photo/Joan
Mateu Parra
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Europe's existing telecom networks aren't up to the job of handling
surging amounts of internet data traffic, a top European Union official
said Monday, as he defended a consultation on whether Big Tech
companies should help pay for upgrades.

The telecom industry needs to reconsider its business models as it
undergoes a "radical shift" fueled by a new wave of innovation such as
immersive, data-hungry technologies like the metaverse, Thierry Breton,
the European Commission's official in charge of digital policy, said at a 
major industry expo in Barcelona called MWC, or Mobile World
Congress.

Breton's remarks came days after he announced a consultation on
whether digital giants should help contribute to the billions needed to
build the 27-nation bloc's future communications infrastructure,
including next-generation 5G wireless and fiber-optic cable connections,
to keep up with surging demand for digital data.

"Yes, of course, we will need to find a financing model for the huge
investments needed," Breton said in a copy of a keynote speech at the
MWC conference.

Telecommunications companies complain they have had to foot the
substantial costs of building and operating network infrastructure only
for big digital streaming platforms like Netflix and Facebook to benefit
from the surging consumer demand for online services.
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https://techxplore.com/news/2023-02-huawei-dominates-mwc-mobile-tech.html
https://techxplore.com/news/2023-02-mwc-mobile-tech-fair-ai.html
https://techxplore.com/news/2023-02-mwc-mobile-tech-fair-ai.html
https://techxplore.com/tags/online+services/


 

  

A worker cleans up the STC stand during the Mobile World Congress 2023 in
Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. The four-day show kicks off Monday
in a vast Barcelona conference center. It's the world's biggest and most
influential meeting for the mobile tech industry. Credit: AP Photo/Joan Mateu
Parra
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A visitor checks her smartphone during the Mobile World Congress 2023 in
Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. The four-day show kicks off Monday
in a vast Barcelona conference center. It's the world's biggest and most
influential meeting for the mobile tech industry. Credit: AP Photo/Joan Mateu
Parra

"The consultation has been described by many as the battle over fair
share between Big Telco and Big Tech," Breton said. "A binary choice
between those who provide networks today and those who feed them
with the traffic. That is not how I see things."

Big tech companies say consumers could suffer because they'd end up
paying twice, with extra fees for their online subscriptions.
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Breton denied that the consultation was an attack on Big Tech or that he
was siding with telecom companies.

"I'm proposing a new approach," he later told reporters. Topics up for
discussion include how much investment is needed and whether
regulations need to be changed, he said.

"We will have zero taboo. Do we need to adapt it? Do we need to discuss
who should pay for what? This is exactly what is the consultation today,"
Breton said.

© 2023 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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