
 

Delta Air Lines says it has protected its
planes against interference from 5G wireless
signals
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A Delta Air Lines plane takes off from Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International
Airport, Nov. 22, 2022, in Atlanta. Delta Air Lines said Thursday, Aug. 31,
2023, that it has completed upgrading its fleet to protect key equipment against
interference from 5G wireless signals, plugging a hole that could have disrupted
flights during low visibility. Credit: AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File
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Delta Air Lines said Thursday that it has completed upgrading its fleet to
protect key equipment against interference from 5G wireless signals,
plugging a hole that could have disrupted flights during low visibility.

The airline said all its planes in active use now have radio altimeters that
are protected against interference.

"This means no Delta aircraft will be subject to additional weather-
driven constraints," a Delta spokesman said.

In late June, 190 of Delta's roughly 900 planes lacked the upgraded
altimeters. Those devices use radio signals to precisely measure the
height of a plane above the ground.

The issue forced Delta to consider rerouting those planes to avoid low-
visibility situations while it waited for new parts from a supplier,
although the airline said Thursday that it got through summer without
notable problems with altimeters.

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg pushed airlines to retrofit planes
before the summer travel season, and most did. Among the largest U.S.
carriers, only Atlanta-based Delta missed a July 1 deadline to upgrade all
altimeters before AT&T, Verizon and other wireless carriers boosted the
power of their C-Band, 5G signals. Flight disruptions, which some had 
expressed concern about, didn't materialize, however.

Some aviation experts and the Federal Aviation Administration believe
that C-Band signals are too close to frequencies used by radio altimeters.
The Federal Communications Commission, which granted 5G licenses to
the wireless companies, has said there is no risk of interference.

© 2023 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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https://techxplore.com/news/2023-06-buttigieg-airlines-finish-retrofitting-planes.html
https://techxplore.com/news/2023-07-air-isnt-hard-5g-wireless.html
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