
 

Cat hides in Amazon return package—then
ends up in California 700 miles from home

April 26 2024, by Paloma Chavez, The Charlotte Observer
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A cat went missing after hiding in an Amazon return package. Then her
Utah owner got a call—from hundreds of miles away—that "changed
everything."
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On April 10, Galena the kitty "vanished" from her home in Lehi, her
owner, Carrie Stevens Clark, said in an April 21 Facebook post.

Clark said she searched "every nook and cranny" in the home before
flooding the neighborhood, a suburb of Salt Lake City, with fliers and
posting on social media.

"Nothing made sense!!," Clark said.

Then came an unexpected breakthrough. Seven days later, Clark got a
call saying Galena had been found in California and identified with her 
microchip, she said.

Galena, it turned out, had jumped into one of Clark's Amazon return
packages and was shipped back to the return center in Los Angeles,
about 700 miles away from her home, she said.

Brandy Hunter, an employee at the Amazon warehouse where the cat
was found, said in an April 17 Facebook post that she received a
shocking phone call about the discovery while driving home from work
that night.

"(My coworker) proceeded to tell me that she and my other coworkers
opened a box and found a live cat inside! We have gotten some crazy
things in my time here but NEVER anything like this! My coworker
didn't know what to do, so naturally...she called me, the crazy cat lady!"
Hunter said.

Hunter cared for Galena at home for the night before taking her to the
vet the following day, she said in her April 17 Facebook post. The cat's
microchip was scanned, connecting her to her owners back in Utah.

Hunter said she, Clark and Clark's husband "absolutely broke down"
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after she called to share the news that Galena was alive and safe.

Galena had gone six days without food or water but was "completely
unharmed" with healthy blood work, Clark said.

Galena's owners were reunited with her in the vet's office 48 hours after
being called, Hunter said in an April 19 Facebook post.

2024 The Charlotte Observer. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.
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