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Hundreds of cities have achieved zero road
deaths in a year—here's how they did it

May 6 2024, by Matthew Mclaughlin and Chris De Gruyter

Credit: Pixabay/CCO Public Domain

It's National Road Safety Week and it comes on the back of a year in
which 1,286 people died on Australian roads. The rising road toll—up
8.2% for the year to March—included 62 children. Tragically, road
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https://roadsafetyweek.com.au/
https://www.bitre.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/rda_mar_2024.pdf
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deaths remain the number one killer of children in Australia.

Road deaths are not inevitable. In 2022, at least 180 cities worldwide
recorded zero road deaths. More than 500 cities with populations of
more than 50,000 have achieved zero road deaths multiple times.

So cities can eliminate road deaths, or greatly reduce them. At the same
time, these cities are creating healthier streetscapes that people want to
be active and spend time on. They have done this by taking action on
several fronts to make roads safe.

Redirecting road funding

Walking and cycling infrastructure gets less than 2% of Australian
transport funding. Reallocating funding from roads to walking and
cycling, as for example France and Ireland have done, can increase road
safety and reduce carbon emissions.

Australians want this shift in funding. Two-thirds of Australians support
the idea that government should redirect road funding into walking and
cycling infrastructure, according to a nationally representative survey by
the Heart Foundation.

Reallocating street space

A disproportionate amount of road space is set aside for car travel and
parking. For instance, across Melbourne's busiest shopping strips
footpaths are given 30% of the street space, on average, but account for
almost 60% of all people using the street. Lanes for general traffic (cars,
motorbikes and trucks) are also typically given around 30% of the space,
but account for less than 20% of all people.
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/life-expectancy-deaths/deaths-in-australia/contents/leading-causes-of-death
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https://www.healthystreets.com/what-is-healthy-streets
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisobrien/2023/05/28/france-will-spend-2-billion-to-double-bike-lanes-expand-cycling/?sh=5036750b4a1b
https://irishcycle.com/2024/02/07/walking-and-cycling-funding-to-smash-e1bn-mark-but-focus-on-kms-delivered-questioned-and-issues-of-quality-persists/
https://techxplore.com/tags/road+safety/
https://techxplore.com/tags/road+safety/
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Similar results are found in cities elsewhere, from Budapest to Beijing.

Redesigning streets nudges people to drive at a safer speed. Before
writing this article, we asked each other: "What would it look like if we
designed our roads like footpaths, and our footpaths like roads?"

This question may seem unrealistic. But, as a design exercise, we wanted
to explore what it could look like, to shine a light on footpath space.

We chose a random street, took a photo and set out to alter the image.
We moved objects on the footpath—such as bins, signposts and
mailboxes—to the edge of the roadway. Slightly more space was given
for people walking, while still providing enough space for vehicles to
operate safely within the roadway. Here's this reimagination.

Across Paris, the Rues aux écoles initiative is reallocating street space on
hundreds of "school streets" for children to play. The streets are
designed to make it safe for children to play outside their school, for
example, while waiting to be picked up.
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https://www.cogitatiopress.com/urbanplanning/article/view/1209
https://mairie20.paris.fr/pages/les-rues-aux-ecoles-dans-le-20e-18452#:~:text=Les%20%C2%AB%20Rues%20aux%20%C3%A9coles%20%C2%BB%20consistent,motoris%C3%A9s%20lorsque%20c'est%20possible.
https://mairie20.paris.fr/pages/les-rues-aux-ecoles-dans-le-20e-18452#:~:text=Les%20%C2%AB%20Rues%20aux%20%C3%A9coles%20%C2%BB%20consistent,motoris%C3%A9s%20lorsque%20c'est%20possible.
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Australian road deaths over the past 5 years

Total road deaths for the year to end of March
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Chart: The Conversation « Source: BITRE Road Deaths Australia March 2024 - Created with Datawrapper
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Safer speed limits

The 100-plus-year experiment of cars on our streets is failing in
Australia. But it's not the cars per se, it's the drivers speed that's killing
people. Speed and speeding are crucial factors in road safety. Australia's
50km/h default speed limit in built-up areas is unsafe for many streets.

Globally, countries are adopting 30km/h speeds by default for side
streets and urban centers, and it's working. Reducing default speed limits
to 30km/h reduces crashes, their severity and deaths.
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https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/39F42D529B84BEA2CA2569DE0028B410?Open#:~:text=This%20increase%20in%20the%20size,per%2011%20persons%20in%201930.
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Setting 30km/h as the default speed limit is a low-cost action that works
to save lives. A majority of Australians support lower speed limits on
neighborhood streets. And, despite what drivers might fear, it has
negligible impact on total journey times.

Lower speed limits make people feel safer, and that has a transformative
impact. In Perth, for example, 2.8 million car trips a day are less than
Skm—that's two-thirds of all journeys. When people feel safe to walk,
wheelchair or jump on their bikes for short journeys, such as popping
out for milk or bread, they leave the car behind.

Swapping out these short car trips reduces congestion and carbon
emissions. And it improves our health by boosting physical activity and
mental well-being.

Where to start?

As researchers, we think it's unacceptable to not act on the evidence of
what works to boost road safety. We believe it's time for urgent action.
Here's where to start:

1. zones around schools, especially reducing speed and more safe
crossings

2. reallocating road funding and space to boost safety and
efficiency

3. reducing speed limits in built-up areas by default.

Lower speed limits and redesigned streets should be backed up by public

education campaigns and speed fines, to raise awareness of the deadly
toll of speeding.

What can you do?
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https://irp.cdn-website.com/541aa469/files/uploaded/What_Australia_Wants_Report_.pdf
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Be the change you want to see and become a champion of your local
streets. When communities come together to call for change, it works.

Amsterdam, for example, wasn't always a haven for walking and cycling.
It took concerted community action against the high number of children
dying on their roads.

Start a local group to champion safer and healthier streets in your
neighborhood. There are organizations to support you to take action,
such as Better Streets.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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