
 

New SUVs and electric vehicles highlight L.A.
Auto Show

November 20 2019, by Tom Krisher

  
 

  

Karma Automotive Andreas Thurner, Vice President for Global Design and
Architecture, left, and Todd George, VP of Platform Engineering at Karma
Automotive, unveil the Karma SC2 concept vehicle at the Automobility LA
Auto Show in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian
Dovarganes)

New electric vehicles, several new small SUVs, a redesigned compact
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car, a plug-in version of Toyota's top-selling vehicle and a futuristic
electric station wagon concept car from Volkswagen are among the new
models on display this week at the Los Angeles Auto Show.

Toyota is displaying a rechargeable hybrid version of the RAV4—the
top-selling vehicle in the U.S. that's not a pickup truck—while Ford is
rolling out an all-new electric SUV that carries the Mustang performance
car brand name. There also is a redesigned compact Sentra from Nissan.

The show opens to the public on Friday. Here are some of the highlights:

NISSAN SENTRA

Nissan is hoping a sleek redesign of the Sentra compact sedan will pull
in more buyers in a struggling segment of the U.S. market.

The 2020 Sentra, which goes on sale in late January, loses the old
version's upright econobox look. It's built on new underpinnings that
lower it two inches and make it two inches wider than the outgoing
model. It's got a coupe look that mimics the design of newer Nissan
models like the Altima and Maxima. The new version gets a new 149
horsepower, 2-liter four-cylinder engine that's 20% more powerful than
the current model, yet Nissan says it will offer better gas mileage. It also
gets a new rear suspension and steering system to improve handling.
Even though it's an entry-level car, it comes standard with six safety
systems including automatic emergency braking and pedestrian
detection. Price and gas mileage were not announced.
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Tim Higgins, of The Wall Street Journal, left, and Dr. Carsten Breitfeld, Global
CEO of Faraday Future, participate in the technology panel " Faraday's Future:
Transforming the Road of Future mobility," at the AutoMobility LA auto show
at the Los Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019.
(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

VOLKSWAGEN ID. SPACE VIZZION CONCEPT

Volkswagen is giving us a glimpse into the car of the future with a low-
slung electric station wagon called the ID. Space Vizzion Concept.

The German automaker, which has focused on electric vehicles after its
diesel emissions-cheating scandal, says the wagon will be able to go 300
miles on a single battery charge. It has a rear-mounted 275-horsepower
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motor, but a second motor could be installed for all-wheel-drive, giving
the car 355 horsepower. The all-wheel-drive version will be able to go
from zero to 60 mph (97 kph) in five seconds, Volkswagen says. To
limit wind drag, the car has touch surfaces on the doors in place of
conventional door handles. An augmented reality 15.6-inch touch screen
that appears to float in the air has all entertainment, climate control and
online information. VW says the car is a preview of a production vehicle
for North America and Europe, but it didn't say when the wagon will go
on sale.

  
 

  

The Faraday Future FF 91, a long, low, and luxurious four-door EV is shown
during the "Faraday's Future: Transforming The Road of Future Mobility," panel
discussion at the AutoMobility LA auto show at the Los Angeles Convention
Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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FORD MUSTANG MACH E

Ford will display its first all-electric SUV, marking the start of an
avalanche of battery-powered vehicles coming from mainstream and
luxury automakers during the next two years that industry analysts say
will boost electric vehicle sales.

Analysts expect the number of electric vehicles for sale in the U.S. to
grow from 16 currently to as many as 80 by 2022. They say the
increased selection and longer range of the new vehicles will make them
more popular.

Ford's Mustang Mach E SUV will go 230 miles to more 300 miles per
charge depending on how it's equipped. It will start at $44,000, not
including a $7,500 federal tax credit.

The car gets some Mustang styling cues including triple taillights, a
fastback rear and a long hood. A performance GT version will be able to
go from zero to 60 mph (97 kph) in about 3.5 seconds.
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The interior of the Faraday Future FF 91, a long, low, and luxurious four-door
EV is shown during the "Faraday's Future: Transforming The Road of Future
Mobility," panel discussion at the AutoMobility LA auto show at the Los
Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

The Mach E was unveiled Sunday night ahead of the Los Angeles show.

TOYOTA RAV4 PRIME

Toyota is rolling out a plug-in electric version of the popular RAV4
small SUV that's more efficient and faster than the current versions.

The 2021 RAV4 Prime will be able to go 39 miles (63 kilometers) on
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battery power alone before the gas-electric hybrid propulsion system
kicks in. It will get the equivalent of 90 miles per gallon (38 kilometers
per liter) of gasoline, according to Toyota. Yet the 302-horsepower
system will take the car from zero to 60 mph (97 kph) in 5.8 seconds—a
full two seconds faster than the current RAV4 Hybrid. The SUV, which
is the top-selling vehicle in the U.S. that isn't a pickup truck, has a tuned-
up version of the RAV4 Hybrid's 176 hp 2.5-liter four-cylinder gas
engine powering the front wheels. A separate rear-mounted electric
motor powers the rear wheels when needed. Toyota says the battery is
mounted under the floor, giving the SUV a lower center of gravity and
improving its handling. The RAV4 Prime goes on sale in the summer.
The price wasn't announced.

  
 

  

Dr. Carsten Breitfeld, Global CEO of Faraday Future, talks during the
technology panel "Faraday's Future: Transforming The Road of Future
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Mobility," at the AutoMobility LA auto show at the Los Angeles Convention
Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

KIA SELTOS

Korean automaker Kia is adding another compact SUV to its model
lineup with the Seltos, which is a little bigger than the compact Soul.

It comes standard with a 146-horsepower 2-liter four-cylinder engine
with a continuously variable transmission. Also available is an optional
175-horsepower 1.6-liter turbocharged four with a seven-speed
automatic gearbox.

Kia says it has a well-appointed interior with modern exterior styling
with a long wheelbase and hood.

Kia's "Drive Wise" safety technology suite is an option with forward
collision avoidance that includes pedestrian detection and automatic
braking to help prevent a crash or mitigate it.

The LX version with optional all-wheel-drive will start below $22,000,
but other pricing details and fuel economy weren't released.

The Seltos goes on sale in the first quarter of next year.
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Dr. Carsten Breitfeld, Global CEO of Faraday Future, talks during the
technology panel "Faraday's Future: Transforming The Road of Future
Mobility," at the AutoMobility LA auto show at the Los Angeles Convention
Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Tim Higgins, of the Wall Street Journal, left, and Dr. Carsten Breitfeld, Global
CEO of Faraday Future, participate in the technology panel "Faraday's Future:
Transforming The Road of Future Mobility," at the AutoMobility LA auto show
at the Los Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019.
(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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From left to right, moderator Joann Muller, Autonomous Vehicles
Correspondent Axios, and panelists Chris Wenneman, director of Alexa
Automotive, Amazon, Filip Brabec, Audi vice president of Product
Management, Brian Rider, head of automobility at Clinic, Dr. Tao Liang,
director ofMachine Learning & HMI at NIO participate in the technology panel
"Hey AI, Where are We Heading?" at the AutoMobility LA auto show the Los
Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Karma Automotive's Dr. Lance Zhou, Chief Executive Officer, left, and Todd
George, VP of Platform Engineering at Karma Automotive unveil Karman's
Revero GT S at Automobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19,
2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Karman Vision SC2 concept vehicle interior is seen at Automobility LA Auto
Show in Los Angeles Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Karman Vision SC2 concept vehicle is displayed at Automobility LA Auto Show
in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Karma Automotive Andreas Thurner, Vice President for Global Design and
Architecture, unveils the Karman Vision SC2 concept vehicle at Automobility
LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian
Dovarganes)
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Klaus Zellmer, president and CEO Porsche Cars North America, smiles during a
panel called "Racing The Future: How Porsche Sees The Road Ahead," at the
AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Ulrich Kranz, co-Founder & CEO of Canoo, unveils its first electric van model,
Canoo, an electric vehicle (EV) for subscription only, at AutoMobility LA auto
show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Canoo, the Los Angeles-based company building electric vehicles (EV) for
subscription only, unveils its first van model called Canoo, at AutoMobility LA
auto show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian
Dovarganes)
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Ulrich Kranz, co-Founder & CEO of Canoo, arrives in his first electric van
model at AutoMobility LA auto show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019.
(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Canoo, the Los Angeles-based company building electric vehicles (EV) for
subscription only, unveils its first model called Canoo, at AutoMobility LA auto
show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Klaus Zellmer, president and CEO Porsche Cars North America, smiles during a
panel called "Racing The Future: How Porsche Sees The Road Ahead," at the
AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Bill Peffer, vice president of sales at KIA, introduces the all-new 2021 Kia
Seltos at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20,
2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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KIA introduces the All-New 2021 Kia Seltos at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show
in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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KIA introduces a special edition of the All-New 2021 Kia Seltos at the
AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Michael Cole, president of Kia Motors America Inc., speaks after unveiling the
All-New 2021 Kia Seltos X-Line concept sport utility vehicle at the
AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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KIA introduces the All-New 2021 Kia Seltos at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show
in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Michael Cole, president of Kia Motors America Inc., speaks after unveiling the
All-New 2021 Kia Seltos X-Line concept sport utility vehicle at the
AutoMobility LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP
Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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Michael Cole, president of Kia Motors America Inc., speaks at the AutoMobility
LA Auto Show in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Damian
Dovarganes)

CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER

General Motors' Chevrolet brand adds a compact SUV to its growing
lineup with the tough-looking Trailblazer.

The new SUV, with a starting price below $20,000 including shipping,
sits between the subcompact Trax and the compact Equinox.

It comes with either a 1.2-liter or 1.3-liter turbocharged engines with a
maximum of 155 hp. It's mated to a continuously variable transmission
or an optional nine-speed automatic. It's front-wheel-drive, but buyers
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can choose an all-wheel-drive option.

Exterior styling follows cues from the larger Chevrolet Blazer. In some
trim levels it has a two-tone roof. It comes standard with a list of safety
features including forward collision alert, automatic emergency braking
and front pedestrian braking.

The 2021 Trailblazer arrives in showrooms in the spring. Fuel economy
wasn't announced.

© 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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