
 

Sony, Amazon, others drop out of big tech
show over virus

February 10 2020, by Kelvin Chan

  
 

  

In this Feb. 27, 2017 file photo, people crowd at the LG stand during the Mobile
World Congress wireless show in Barcelona, Spain. Sony and Amazon are the
latest companies to pull out of a major European technology show over virus
fears.Sony said Monday it's scrapping its appearance at Mobile World Congress,
the world's biggest mobile industry trade fair, in Barcelona, Spain later this
month. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)
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Two big Japanese companies are the latest to pull out of a major
European technology show due to fears over the outbreak of the new
coronavirus.

Electronics manufacturer Sony and mobile phone carrier NTT DoCoMo
said Monday they're scrapping their appearances at Mobile World
Congress, the world's biggest mobile industry trade fair, in Barcelona,
Spain, this month.

Sony Corp. will instead launch its latest devices through its YouTube
channel on Feb. 24, the first day of the show.

"As we place the utmost importance on the safety and well-being of our
customers, partners, media and employees, we have taken the difficult
decision to withdraw from exhibiting and participating," Sony said.

NTT DoCoMo said that given the expanding impact of the virus, it
canceled out of consideration of safety for staff, visitors and partners.

Amazon said over the weekend that it is withdrawing "due to the
outbreak and continued concerns about novel coronavirus." The e-
commerce giant's cloud computing division, Amazon Web Services, was
expected to have a big presence at the show.

Software company Amdocs and telecommunications equipment maker
CommScope also backed out Monday.

  
 

2/9



 

  

In this Oct. 31, 2019, file photo, attendees walk past a display for 5G services
from Chinese technology firm Huawei at the PT Expo in Beijing. Chinese
smartphone brand Huawei says it will attend the industry's biggest global event
this month in Barcelona while more companies reported losses due to China's
efforts to contain a disease outbreak. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

Organizers and local authorities remained upbeat.

"We don't envision any other possibility but the celebration of the
Mobile World Congress," Barcelona's deputy mayor, Jaume Collboni,
told reporters.

He noted that while the companies that have pulled out are among the
show's biggest exhibitors, they're only a handful of the 2,800 taking part.
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GSMA, the show organizer, didn't immediately respond to a request for
comment, but said Sunday it's "moving ahead as planned" with the event,
and outlined additional health and safety measures. They include
banning visitors from China's Hubei province, where the outbreak
originated; requiring people who have been in China to prove they left at
least 14 days earlier; and carrying out temperature screening.

"We are contending with a constantly evolving situation that will require
fast adaptability," the GSMA said. It had already planned to step up
cleaning and disinfecting measures, recommend a "no handshake policy"
and make sure speakers don't use the same microphone.

  
 

  

In this Feb. 27, 2014 file photo, people gather in the Nvidia booth at the Mobile
World Congress in Barcelona, Spain. Sony and Amazon are the latest companies
to pull out of a major European technology show over virus fears. Sony said
Monday it's scrapping its appearance at Mobile World Congress, the world's
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biggest mobile industry trade fair, in Barcelona, Spain later this month. (AP
Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)

Swedish equipment maker Ericsson, one of the show's biggest
exhibitors, has also dropped out, along with South Korean electronics
giant LG and graphics chip maker Nvidia. China's ZTE and handset
maker TCL Communication, meanwhile, scaled back by dropping their
press conferences.

More than 100,000 people, including 5,000-6,000 from China, typically
attend Mobile World Congress and organizers were expecting similar
figures this year.

Meanwhile, the turmoil in China over the virus is disrupting supply
chains around the world, with Nissan the latest manufacturer to
announce a suspension. It said that due to supply shortages from China,
the Nissan Kyushu facility in Japan will stop production on Feb. 14 and
Feb. 17.

Hyundai said last week that it was suspending production in South
Korea, while Fiat Chrysler said it might have to do the same for a plant
in Europe if disruptions continue.
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In this Feb. 26, 2019 file photo, attendees walk along the Mobile World
Congress wireless show, in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday. Sony and Amazon are the
latest companies to pull out of a major European technology show over virus
fears. Sony said Monday it's scrapping its appearance at Mobile World Congress,
the world's biggest mobile industry trade fair, in Barcelona, Spain later this
month. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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In this Feb. 25, 2019 file photo, a visitor uses his device at the Blackberry booth
during the Mobile World Congress wireless show, in Barcelona, Spain. Sony and
Amazon are the latest companies to pull out of a major European technology
show over virus fears. Sony said Monday it's scrapping its appearance at Mobile
World Congress, the world's biggest mobile industry trade fair, in Barcelona,
Spain later this month. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)

  
 

  

In this July 16, 2015, file photo, Chinese women take a selfie outside the Uniqlo
flagship store in Beijing. Fast Retailing Co., parent of Uniqlo fashion chain, said
it has temporarily closed about half of its 750 outlets in mainland China due to
the outbreak of a new virus. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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General Motors said Monday it would restart its halted production
facilities in China from Feb. 15, though that depends on developments in
the outbreak.

The trouble in supply chains was reflected in losses in the container
business, estimated at about $350 million a week, according to industry
site Maritime Denmark.
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