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and designers to be more inclusive in how they build
and create the machines that increasingly walk, talk
and act among us.
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In a new short paper in the journal Nature Machine
Intelligence, Roger A. Søraa from Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU) and
co-authors Eduard Fosch-Villaronga from Leiden
University in the Netherlands, and Adam Poulsen
from Charles Sturt University in Australia discuss
what a queering of robots might entail.
"It is imperative that we construct mechanisms and
policies that acknowledge the importance of
inclusivity, diversity, and non-discrimination, also
for the LGBTQ+ community in the development
and use of robots and AI," the researchers wrote.
They point out that technology is not developed in
a vacuum, but instead reflects biases and
reproduces societal values and beliefs.
Søraa is active in robot and cyborg research
through the newly started Immersive Technology
and Social Robots Lab at NTNU, and has been
active in queer and gender debates, including
starting the NTNU LGBTQ+ networks for
employees.
Søraa and his co-authors highlight the lack in the
inclusion of queer perspectives on robots and
machines. This, they argue, should be better
recognized in both the research and design of the
robots of the future, and should prod developers
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