Google, Facebook, coordinated antitrust
response: report
22 December 2020
"Any allegation that this harms competition or any
suggestion of misconduct on the part of Facebook
is baseless," a Facebook spokesperson said.
Google did not immediately respond to an AFP
query. But the Journal quoted the tech firm as
saying there was nothing improper or exclusive
about its arrangement with Facebook.
The claims "are inaccurate. We don't manipulate
the auction," the Google spokesperson said.
According to the Journal, the unredacted draft
suggested Facebook would win "a fixed
percentage" of advertising auctions and that an
internal Facebook document described the deal as
Google and Facebook deny wrongdoing in their accords "relatively cheap" when compared with direct
on digital advertising cited in a reported draft of an
competition.
antitrust complaint

Google's documents, which were also not cited in
the final version of the suit, suggested the deal
would "build a moat" to avoid direct competition
with Facebook, according to the report.

Google and Facebook worked together to help
fend off an antitrust investigation into the two tech
giants which dominate digital advertising,
© 2020 AFP
according to a media report citing a draft of a state
lawsuit.
The Wall Street Journal, which cited a draft version
of the complaint filed by 10 US states without
redactions in the public version, said Tuesday the
two firms agreed to "cooperate and assist each
other" in responding to an antitrust probe.
The case filed last week was among three
separate actions filed by state and federal antitrust
enforcers against Google. A separate case has
been filed against Facebook over its acquisition of
two rival messaging applications.
Facebook dismissed the allegations, saying
agreements between the two firms were not aimed
at harming competition but offered choices and
benefits for advertisers and publishers.

1/2

APA citation: Google, Facebook, coordinated antitrust response: report (2020, December 22) retrieved 5
December 2021 from https://techxplore.com/news/2020-12-google-facebook-antitrust-response.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

2/2
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

